
William Eakman's 313 acres in Donegal Twp., Westmoreland County, Pa. 

 

Westmoreland County Orphan's Court Partition Book 3 p.382 includes a survey made 

August 23, 1797 by Thomas Potter, Jr. under the direction of Benjamin Lodge, for John 

Eakman, son of the William Eakman who died 1790.  Joiners to the survey are Patrick 

Archibald to the northwest, James Finny Campbell to the north, James Campbell Sr to the 

northeast, John McGaw to the southeast, John Galbreath to the south, and Wm Ross to 

the west. The 313 acre tract had no official title, meaning no application for a warrant had 

been made for any of this property. The petition to divide the 313 acres was made by 

John Eakman, son of William. 

 

William Eakman married Margaret Campbell, daughter of Cornelius Campbell, in York 

County, Pa.  By 1768, son John was born.  By 1783 the family appeared in then Donegal 

Twp. now Cook Twp., of Westmoreland County, Pa.  They may have purchased their 313 

acres from James Guffy.  Guffy who is noted as "a joiner to the north" in the deed from 

Michael Coffman to Wm Campbell, DB C-200 made April 1775.  .     

There was a survey made by Thomas Potter on 1 March 1802 for Wm Eakman, son of the 

above Wm Eakman and Margaret Campbell.  The survey was for 104 1/2 acres being the 

central one-third of the 313 acre tract.  It shows John Eakman on the west one-third, Wm 

Eakman on the central one-third, and Ephraim Eakman on the east one third.  Ephraim 

apparently married his 2nd cousin, Jean or Elizabeth, daughter of Wm and Margaret 

Eakman. 

The following Application, Warrant, Survey, and Patent information covers the 313 acre 

tract 

 

1. John Eakman made an application for 104 1/2 ac October 14, 1822, warrant #118 dated 

October 14, 1822, survey C51-102 made Dec 19, 1822; date of return March 11, 1824; 

Patent to John Eakman H-31-390 dated March 11, 1824. 

 

2. James McLean applied for 18 ac on March 7, 1816; warrant #675 issued March 7, 

1816; survey C143-80 made May 2, 1816; return for 18 ac 158 perches dated March 12, 

1816 and Patent H16-59 issued to James McLean on March 12, 1816 for a tract called 

"Mansfield" (later the town was named Mansville).  McLean had apparently purchased 

the central one third (104 1/2 ac) from Wm Eakman and the eastern one-third from 

Ephraim and Jean Eakman then cutting the final 18 ac 158p Mansville tract from the 

properties. Deed book 157-168 says that McLean sold the 104 1/2 ac at a Sheriff's 

auction to Jacob Roadman.  His daughter, Mariah Roadman who married John Campbell, 

Esq., then fell heir to the tract when Jacob Roadman died.     

 

3. James McKinsey, after purchasing the tract from the above James McLean, applied for 

90 ac on August 9, 1822; warrant #690 issued same date; survey C136-196 made Sept 14, 

1824; return dated Feb 7, 1833 was for 81 ac 51perches, and Patent H31-333 issued to 

Samuel Matthews for on Feb 7, 1833.  

John Eakman 

Land Application (copy from Pa. State Archives) 

Date of Application:  October 14, 1822  



 

Transcription: 

(On October 14, 1822)   John Eakman of Donegal Twp.in the County of Westmoreland 

applies for 104 and a half acres of land situated in said township and county adjoining 

lands of Jacob Brough on the north, Jacob Leighteberger on the north east, James 

McLane on the south, (and) Wm Hood on the west on which tract he has made an actual 

settlement and improvement.  (Signed)  John Eakman 

To the Secretary of the Land Office 

Westmoreland County, Pa. 

Witnessed  on the 5 of July 

Interest is charged from 1 December 1797. 

 

Before us, two of the Justices of the Peace for and in said county, personally came 

Thomas Campbell, a disinterested witness and being sworn according to law did depose 

and say that to his certain knowledge the above described tract of land was first improved 

in the month of December in the year 1797 and not before, and that grain has been raised 

thereon. 

 

Signed  Thomas Campbell senr 

Sworn and subscribed before us on the 4th of July 1822. 

(Justices signed) James McClean and James McDowell 

 

Before us, two of the justices of the peace in and for said county personally appeared 

James McKinsey, a disinterested witness and being sworn did depose and say that to his 

personal knowledge the above tract of land was first settled in the latter end of the year 

1802 and the said John Eakman and family are now settled and reside on the said tract of 

land and have continued to reside thereon since the latter end of the year 1802. 

      Signed   James McKinsey 

 

Before me a Justice of the Peace for and in said county personally came John Eakman, 

the above named applicant, and being duly sworn according to law did depose and say 

that to the best of his knowledge and belief, no warrant or other official right has been 

made for the land described in his own name or in the name of any other persoin. 

 

Signed:  John Eakman 

4 July 1822 

(Justices)  James McClean and James McDowell 

 



 
 



 

Land Application 

Donegal Twp. Westmoreland  County, Pa. 

James McKinsey 

 

James McKinsey on 4 July 1822 appeared before the two Justices of the Peace, James 

McLlean and James Clark and applied for 90 acres of land including an improvement , 

adjoining lands of Wm Campbell on the east, Samuel Singer on the south, James 

McClean on the west, and James Campbell on the north. 

 

Robert Campbell personally appeared and said that the land was first improved in the 

year 1803 and that grain has been raised thereon and that the James McKinsey family had 

resided thereon since 1806. 

Interest to be charged from 1 May 1803. 

 

 
 

Note: A Survey made March 1, 1802 by Thomas Potter for Wm Eakman, shows Ephraim 

Eakman on this tract.  The survey shown below was made March 1, 1802 for Wm 

Eakman for 104 1/2 acres in the center of the original 313 acre tract owned since about 

1783 by his father, Wm Eakman who died 1790.  A Partition of the property was made in 

1797.  William Eckman left a widow, Margaret (Campbell), sons John and William, and 

five daughters.  From the 1802 survey son John is on the west one-third, William is on 

the center one-third , and Ephraim Eakman is on the east one-third.  Apparently Ephraim 

had married Jean, dau of William.  She would be Ephraim's second cousin.    .   



 
 



John Eakman, as part of Partition Book 3 p.382  to divide the property left to heirs of Wm 

Eakman who died 1790, had the following survey made in 1797. All the above properties 

were cut from this survey.made 1797.   

   
 

 



Land Application 

Donegal Twp. Westmoreland Co, Pa 

James McLain 

 

 

16 January 1816 

James McLean on 16 Jan 1816 appeared before Justices of the Peace James Clark and 

James McDowell and applied for 18 acres of land adjoining John Eachman, James F. 

Campbell, and James McKinsey.  James McLean swore that no other warrant on this tract 

had ever been issued.  

 

Interest to be charged from 1 June 1815. 

 

George G. Campbell appeared before the same justices of the peace and swore that the 

land was first improved in the summer of the year 1815 and not before, and that grain had 

been raised thereon and a family actually resided on the same.   

 

James McLean apparently owned both the central and eastern one-thirds of the 313 acre 

tract. No application has ever been found for the central part.  The above 18 acre tract for 

Mansville appears to have been cut from the eastern one-third warranted by James 

McKinsey as noted above.  Deed Book 157 p.168 shows upon the death of Jacob 

Roadman, the transfer of this land in 1874 to his daughter, Mariah (Roadman) Campbell, 

wife of Seymour M. Campbell.  Seymour is the son of John Campbell, Esq. who married 

Mary Galbreath dau of John Galbreath and Isabella Campbell, the Indian captive.   

An unrecorded survey by Thomas Potter on March 1, 1802 was made for this land, (the 

104 1/2 acres) for William Eakman, son of the Wm Eakman who died 1790. 

 



 
  

 


