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The decision to place the Personal Ancestral Files (PAF) 

genealogical data files, on CD-R disk, containing thousands of 

names of the descendants of the early settlers, in the back of 

this book, was made in hopes of encouraging more people to 

become interested in genealogy.  Printing out all the 

information contained in the data files would make a book of 

hundreds of pages. This book is meant only to be a background 

introduction to the information on the CD-R 

 

To study the history of your family is to learn about history in a 

different way than you learned in school. You learn more of the 

truth of what happened in American History. 

 

 

 
 

 

The Highland Games in Westmoreland County 
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This book  contains a brief history of how Westmoreland 

County, Pennsylvania developed and how the families of 

Ambrose, Campbell, Gettemy, Galbraith, Guffy, Nicely, Weimer 

and other early settlers moved from eastern Pennsylvania 

(Straban Township near Gettysburg) to Westmoreland County 

from 1750 through 1770. It is a story of families proud of their 

heritage. They gave us legends that shall live forever in our 

history. 

 

Hopefully, you will add to the work over the years. Even if you 

were to do the research to complete a brief biography on just 

one person, for whom we have only their birth and death dates, 

and their marriage and children, and we all shared our work, we 

would accomplish a great work for our descendants. 

 

If you have questions, comments, criticisms, corrections, 

information to share, or have interest in joining the group of 

people who are cooperating in this effort, please email Jack or 

Jim Campbell at the email addresses listed hereafter. You will 

be added to the emailing list. 

 

We look forward to meeting you each year at the “Campbell 

Booth” at the Highland Games in Ligonier, Pennsylvania. They 

are held the first weekend after Labor Day in Idelwild Park - 

just west of Ligonier on U.S. Route 30. 

 

We hope to have a reunion of all our branches one day soon. 

 

Thank you, for supporting this effort. 

 

 

Jim and Jack Campbell 
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CHAPTER ONE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates in Pennsylvania History 
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--------------------  1600 -1700  ------------------ 
 

1600 - Land controlled mostly by the Five Nations of the 

Iroquois Confederacy of the Indian Nations. It was an empire 

that espoused restraint in controlling others. At no time did the 

Iroquois Nation bring it’s people together to accomplish social 

goals like the Incas or the Aztecs. Whereas the Aztecs and Incas 

built cities, premium roads and provided community buildings, 

the Iroquois lived as families or small groups. They had a 

population of around 15,000 people. The total Indian 

population of Pennsylvania, upon arrival of the first Europeans, 

was estimated to be about 20,000 - 25,000 people. 

 

1608 - Captain John Smith meets the Susquehannock Indians 

making the first recorded contact with native Pennsylvanians. 

 

1609 - Henry Hudson explores Delaware Bay for the Dutch. 

 

1615 - French explorer Etienne Broule is the first white man to 

explore the interior of Pennsylvania by entering through 

Chesapeake Bay and sailing up the Susquehanna River. 

 

1616 - Captain Hendrickson in the Dutch ship "Onrust" 

discovers the Schuylkill River. 

 

1623 - The Dutch build the first recorded settlement in 

Pennsylvania, Fort Nassau, opposite the later site of 

Philadelphia. 

 

1624 - King Gustavus Adolphus issues a commission for 

incorporation of the Swedish West India Company to establish a 

colony on the Delaware River. 
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1633 - The Dutch make the first purchase of  lands from the 

Indians on the Schuylkill River. They build the first “European 

Style” building in Pennsylvania at Fort Beversrede. 

 

1638 - The Swedish West India Company expedition led by 

Peter Minuit builds Fort Christina near what later will be 

Wilmington. 

 

1641 - Men from Connecticut build the first English settlement 

on the Schuylkill River in Pennsylvania. 

 

1643 - Governor Johan Printz builds the Capital of New 

Sweden, the first Swedish settlement, on Tinicum Island. They 

build the first “Grist Mill” - the first industry in Pennsylvania. 

 

1644 - William Penn is born and Swedes found Upland - now 

the oldest town in Pennsylvania. 

 

1655 - New Sweden is surrendered to the Dutch under Peter 

Stuyvesant. 

 

1664 - Dutch settlements on the Delaware taken over by the 

English under Sir Robert Carr. 

 

1673 - Dutch retake their settlements on the Delaware. 

 

1674 - All settlements on the Delaware returned to English 

control by the Treaty of Westminster on February 19. On July 

11, the Duke of York appoints Sir Edmund Andros as Governor 

of the Delaware Settlements. 

 

1680 - French explorer Robert de la Salle travels down the Ohio 

and Mississippi Rivers to the Gulf of Mexico and claims all the 

land draining into these rivers for King Louis XI. By 1738, the 
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French had established trading posts at strategic locations in 

western Pennsylvania. 

 

1681 - On January 25, the boundaries are approved by the Privy 

Council for William Penn’s Petition for a grant of lands in 

America. On March 4, King Charles II signs the Charter for 

Pennsylvania. 

 

1681 - William Markham summons a council of 9 men at 

Upland (Chester) thus beginning the first government of 

Pennsylvania. 

 

1682 - William Markham makes the first purchase of lands 

from the Indians for William Penn who arrives in Delaware Bay 

on the ship Welcome on October 1, 1682. 

 

1682 - On December 7, 1682 the “Great Law” is enacted by 

William Penn. 

 

1683 - The oldest building still standing (Caleb Pusey House)  

is built in Chester, Pennsylvania. 

 

1683 - Francis Daniel Pastorius and his colony found 

Germantown. 

 

1684 - William Penn returns to England. 

 

1688 - Quakers begin the fight against Negro slavery. 

 

1692 - William Penn deprived of his Province by English 

Sovereigns. 

 

1694 - Pennsylvania is restored to William Penn. 
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1699 - William Penn returns to Pennsylvania. 

 

------------------------  1700 -1800  ----------------------- 
 

1701 - William Penn grants the Charter for the City of 

Philadelphia and issues the Constitution of Privileges which 

will govern Pennsylvania until 1776. He returns to England. 

 

1703 - The 3 lower counties establish a separate Assembly 

which eventually becomes the State of Delaware. 

 

1710 - The influx of Germans, Scot-Irish, and French 

Huguenots begins with 3,000 - 4,000 Germans settling in the 

province. 

 

1718 - William Penn dies in England. 

 

1723 - Benjamin Franklin arrives in Philadelphia from Boston. 

 

1737 - The “Walking Purchase” of land from the Indians. 

 

1740 - William Campbell arrives in Pennsylvania from 

Donegal, Antrim County, Northern Ireland. 

 

1744 - Lancaster Treaty  

 

1746 - William Penn’s son John dies. 

 

1747 - Benjamin Franklin organizes the Associators for the 

Defense of Philadelphia. 

 

 

1748 - James Hamilton becomes the first American born 

Governor of Pennsylvania. 
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1748 - The Ohio Company is Chartered by King George II. The 

Ohio Company builds a road following the Nemacolin Indian 

Trail. 

 

1748 - Conrad Weiser of the Pennsylvania Colony negotiates a 

treaty with the Indians at the Indian Capitol at Logstown for 

Pennsylvania settlers to occupy western Pennsylvania territory. 

Weiser notifies the Ohio Company the land had already been 

purchased from the Indians by Pennsylvania. 

 

1749 - French explorer Pierre Celoron de Bienville with a force 

of 200 soldiers and Indians floats down the Allegheny River 

and buries lead plates in western Pennsylvania to claim the land 

for the King of France. 

 

1749 - York County formed. 

 

1750 Christopher Gist sent by the Ohio Company to 

"Cumberland" which will later be Westmoreland County. 

 

1752 - Benjamin Franklin proves lightning is electrical. 

 

1752 Marquis Duquesne becomes Governor of New France 

(Canada) and orders the establishment of forts garrisoned with 

French troops from Quebec to New Orleans. 

 

1753 - First edition of Poor Richard’s Almanac is published. 

 

1753 - The British Museum is founded. 

 

1753 - Because the French have begun building a string of forts 

(Presque Isle at Erie, Fort LeBoeuf at Waterford, and Fort 

Machault at Franklin, Pennsylvania) to lay claim to the Ohio 
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Valley, George Washington delivers a message from Governor 

Dinwiddie of Virginia to the French Commander at Fort 

LeBoeuf. Washington’s hazardous journey began on October 

31, 1753 and he returned to Williamsburg on Jan 16, 1754. 

 

1754 - On February 17, 1754, Captain William Trent, having 

been directed by Governor Dinwiddie, begins to build a fort at 

the Forks of the Ohio. 

 

1754 - On April 16, 1754, French forces, commanded by 

Colonel de Contrecoeur, capture Captain William Trent’s fort at 

the fork of the Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers. They begin 

erecting Fort Duquesne. Governor Dinwiddie had promised 

Captain Trent’s men working on the fort 200,000 acres of land 

in the Ohio Valley near the fort - over and above their pay. 

 

1754 - Washington’s forces kill French Officer Jumonville in a 

skirmish which shed the first blood of the French and Indian 

War. Because of this attack on French forces, Washington is 

surrounded by a vastly superior force of French and Indians and 

is forced to surrender at Fort Necessity. 
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Fort Necessity 

 
 

 

1755 - Major General Braddock’s forces severely defeated by 

the French and Indians near the Monongahela River and the 

Indians began ravaging settlers on the frontier. 
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1755 - First Indian “Massacres” at Penn’s Creek. 

 

1756 - Governor Morris declares war against the Delaware 

Indians. 

 

1758 - Colonel Bouquet builds a stockade style store house 

(what will be later named Fort Ligonier) to stock pile food and 

supplies for General Forbes Army. 
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1758 - Colonel Bouquet gives permission for Major James 

Grant to recon Fort Dusquesne. Grant was specifically 

instructed by Bouquet not to do anything to cause a battle. On 

September 14, Grant’s force is decimated when he over steps 

his authority and openly attacks Fort Dusquesne in the open, 

during daylight hours, while playing drums and bagpipes. Grant 

is captured, his men tortured and killed by the Indians and 

French. Only a few escape back to Ligonier. 

 

1758 - Fort Dusquesne French Commander De Lignery attacks 

Colonel Bouquet’s forces at Fort Ligonier on October 12, with 

1200 French troops and Indians. The British force of 2200 

prevails with few losses. Fort Ligonier earns the title of “The 

Key to the Gateway of the West." 

 

1758 - After General Forbes and his troops arrive, on November 

1, the Stockade is improved and named Fort Ligonier after Sir 

John Ligonier, who became the Commander of Land Forces in 

Great Britain in 1757. 

 

1758 - Because of intelligence gained from missionary 

Christian Frederick Post, Forbes divides his forces into 3 

Brigades. Colonel George Washington Commands the Advance 

Brigade of 1500 men to open the road. The Second Brigade of 

1000 Pennsylvanians is commanded by Colonel John 

Armstrong. Washington left Fort Ligonier on 12 November. 

General Forbes and the 4,000 man main body left 4 days later. 

Indians informed Forbes that Fort Dusquesne was on fire. 

Forbes sent a cavalry unit to try to save the supplies but they 

arrived too late. Forbes had the British Flag raised and renamed 

it Fort Pitt after the British Prime Minister of England Sir 

William Pitt. 
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1758 - French burn Fort Dusquesne and withdraw. 

 

1759 - On 18 January, Forbes is transported back to 

Philadelphia where he dies on 11 March, 1759. General Forbes 

was succeeded by General Stanwix. The forces left at Fort 

Ligonier were mostly Germans, and some others who did not 

speak English, to help hold off the French from Fort Niagra. 

 

1759 - Christian Frederick Post is finally able to arrange a 

meeting for peace and turnover of white captives at Lancaster. 

Their group traveled to Lancaster by way of Fort Pitt and Fort 

Ligonier. Many of the captives had lived so long with the 

Indians they had wives and families and considered being 

repatriated back to the white community as going into captivity. 

 

1759 - The French amassed a large force at Fort Machault in 

preparation of counterattacking Fort Pitt and Fort Ligonier. 

They sent out Indian raiding parties to harass the settlers and 

soldiers. When Sir William Johnson began his move to capture 

Fort Niagra, DeLignery abandoned his plans and withdrew. 

 

1759 - William Campbell and his sons began arriving in 

Westmoreland County and settled in Mansville - a few miles 

south of Fort Ligonier near Stahlstown and Donegal. 

 

1763 - Indians defeated in the battle at “Bushy Run.” 

 

1764 - Colonel Henry Bouquet forces the Indians to sue for 

peace at Muskingum, Ohio. 

 

1765 - Stamp Act passed but bitterly opposed by 

Pennsylvanians. 

 

1766 - Stamp Act repealed. 
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1767 - Townshend Acts anger colonists. 

 

1768 - Pennsylvania assembly demands “No taxation without 

Representation.” 

 

1768 - Colonel Bouquet buys the last purchase of land from the 

Indians which ends the conflict and starts the great migration of 

settlers into Westmoreland County. 

 

1768 - Treaty with the Sioux Nations at Fort Stanwix settles the 

boundary dispute. 

 

1771 - Bedford County comes under control of Pennsylvania - 

was formerly Cumberland County claimed to be land belonging 

to Virginia. 

 

1773 - Resolution adopted by Philadelphia declares whoever 

receives or sells tea is an enemy of his country. 

 

1773 - Westmoreland County is divided off from Bedford 

County and eventually becomes several different counties in 

western Pennsylvania. 

 

1774 - First Continental Congress meets in Carpenters’ Hall in 

Philadelphia. 

 

1776 - The Declaration of Independence adopted July 4, 1776. 

 

1776 - Pennsylvanian troops engage in August Battle of Long 

Island. 

 

1776 - Washington crosses the Delaware River at night and 

defeats the British at Trenton, New Jersey on December 26. 
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1784 - All Pennsylvania lands not previously surrendered by the 

Indians are acquired by treaty. 

 

1787 - The Constitutional Convention adopts and signs the 

United States Constitution in Philadelphia. 

 

1790 - First Federal Census gives Pennsylvania a population of 

434,373. 

 

1790 - Philadelphia is named the “First Capitol of the United 

States.” 

 

1792 - The Erie Triangle purchased - small triangle of land 

sticking above the northern border at the west end of 

Pennsylvania. 

 

1800 - Adams County divides off from York County, 

Pennsylvania. Records pertaining to land, wills, and events 

transpiring in Adams County, prior to 1800, are still maintained 

by York County in York, PA. 

 

1800 - The Capital of the United States of America is moved 

from Philadelphia to Washington, D.C. but the role of 

Pennsylvania in the beginnings of the United States of America 

will always be remembered, preserved, honored and respected. 
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INDIANS 
 

 

The term Indian is believed to have been coined by Christopher 

Columbus. Some of the Indians he took back to Spain he called, 

what later became known to be the American Indians, “Indios” 

as he thought he had landed in India and that he had proved you 

could reach the east by sailing west. 

 

William Penn was the first person of any note to see the Indians 

as people to be treated with respect as a social group. 

  

Based on the findings of present day archaeologists, Indians 

have been in Pennsylvania for the last 12 to 25 thousand years. 

They evolved from being separate families of hunters, 

depending on the bow and arrows with flint arrowheads or 

spears to secure food, to several families living together in 

larger groups and eventually forming into villages where the 

people started to grow corn, fruits, and other vegetables. They 

still had no really large communities when the Europeans 

discovered them. 

 

In the 1600s Indians were wearing clothes made of leather 

decorated with vibrant colors from vegetables and berries, made 

cooking items of clay into pottery, weaved reed baskets, created 

blankets containing feathers, and they lived in more permanent 

rudimentary dwellings. They farmed beans, peas, squash, 

tomatoes, and corn that was ground into a maize. They also 

made carved artistic items, and had developed a code of ethics 

that generated a great deal of love for each other and loyalty to 

their group - despite their barbarous acts of violence toward 

other tribes and the invading white man. 
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The Indians of North America socialization process was slow 

and had still not become nearly as advanced as their Indian 

neighbors in Central America - the Aztecs and the Incas. 

 

Although there were perhaps 20,000 Indians in Pennsylvania in 

1700, by the “Census of 1790” there were only 1200 who were 

counted. 

 

It is always impressive to see the advancement of their cultural 

and spiritual development when visiting the mounds throughout 

the northeastern part of America. 

 

There were three linguistic groups who lived in and near 

Pennsylvania - the Algonkian, Iroquoian, and Siouan (Sioux). 

Each linguistic group was comprised of several tribes with 

some of the main tribes listed here: 

 

The Algonkian: 

 

          Delaware (Lenni, Lenape, Loups) - eastern Pennsylvania 

          Shawnees 

          Miami (Twightwees) 

          Few other Algonquians of lesser  renown 

 

The Iroquoian Nations (Mingos): 

 

          Erie (Cat or Panther Nation) 

          Andaste (Conestoga) 

          Cherokee (Talligewe) 

          Neuter 

          Wyandot 

          Seneca 

          Conoy 

          Nanticoke 
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Some Sioux and others 

 

Mohicans 

Pawhatan 

Tuscarora 

Hurons 

 

The Indians pronounced it “Oh Hee Yo” and in their language it 

meant the fair or beautiful river. And so, we now call it the Ohio 

River. 

 

Contrary to what most early explorers believed, Indians were 

not basically nomadic. Many of the Delewares lived east of the 

Allegheny Mountains. They would travel all the way to the 

Ohio River to fish. Sometimes they would stay for as long as a 

year before they returned to their villages on the Susquehanna 

or Delaware Rivers. Often entire Indian tribes or just villages of 

people would have a place to which they traveled for hunting, 

fishing, wintering, or for the summer, they would most always 

return to their base or village. 

 

Because of this constant movement, early settlers thought there 

were more Indians than their actual numbers. They also 

believed there were a very large number of “Indian Warriors” 

when there were actually fewer than 1,000 fighting Indians 

along the Ohio and in western Pennsylvania. It is more because 

they moved about that they appeared to be a larger number. 

 

Indians moved about on trails. Two of the primary trails the 

Indians used were the Allegheny Trail and the Catawba Trail. 

 

The Catawba trail ran from “north to south” and the Allegheny 

trail ran from the “east to the west” (the Indian word Allegheny 
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means endless series of mountains). The Catawba ran from 

Icusa, in upstate New York, down through Ligonier, in 

Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, to Morgantown West 

Virginia and then on south into Tennessee and down through 

the Carolinas. 

 

The Allegheny trail ran from the Delaware River at Philadelphia 

through Harrisburg and cris-crossed the Catawba Trail as it 

passed through Westmoreland County on it’s way to the 

Delaware Indian town of Kittanning. The Allegheny Trail then 

continued on well to the west of Pennsylvania extending into 

the central plain states. 

 

Indian trails were known to be developed based on three criteria 

- dry, level, and direct. Trails usually stayed above flood plain 

and contoured around mountains at about the same elevation 

above the valley. Trails were often plagued by fallen trees from 

severe winds. These trails were followed by early traders and 

settlers. Trails eventually grew from a moccasin path to a bridal 

path, then a carriage road, and eventually became widened into 

a highway. Gradually they were improved until some parts of 

these trails became roads and freeways we travel on today. 

 

White men traveling along the Indian trails often found huts 

along the way that were placed to allow travelers to spend the 

night or to protect themselves from rain or snow. Often 

travelers would find bear, deer, or other game that had been 

cooked, smoked and left hanging as a kind gesture toward 

others using the trail. 

 

Settlers traveling along these trails would often encounter 

Indians and would sit and smoke a pipe and tell each other of 

the news. Indians would cut a ring of bark off a tree and write in 

picture language the news for others.  All Indians, regardless of 
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their language could read the signs. An example was recorded 

by Abraham Steiner in his journal on the day of June 4, 1789: 

 

 

“Here was a peeled tree on which some great warrior 

during the last war had inscribed his exploits with 

charcoal and redstone. We got the Indians to interpret it 

for us. On one side 7 muskets had been painted, one on 

top of the other. This means that 7 warriors had gone to 

war from there. On the other side was a turkey to indicate 

their leader was of the turkey tribe. Beside it were 8 thick 

diagonal lines one above another. This means that the 

chief had gone out on so many raids. In the lowest line 

were 4 arrows, in the second 2, in the seventh 2. This 

means each time the arrows were shown, that as many of 

them were killed as there were arrows in the line. The 

first and seventh lines each had another arrow which, 

however, did not go through the line. These indicate as 

many wounded as there are arrows. The sixth and seventh 

lines were connected at the ends with a mark. This means 

that the warrior, after he had been out 6 times, turned 

back from here and went out the seventh time without 

going home. Beside it lay 6 men one on top of another 

with their feet higher than their heads. This means that 

his party had killed so many white people.” 

 

The Indians were quick to see the superiority of the metal tools 

the white man brought to America. As the Indians acquired 

horses, since there were no horses in America before the white 

man came, and firearms, they became far more mobile. 

 

As more and more settlers came from Europe to America, the 

Indians were forced to migrate west of the Allegheny 

Mountains and on into the central plains. This caused a great 
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deal of fighting between the Indians moving from the east and 

into the lands of those Indians who were already well 

established in the west. 

 

 

Between the deaths from fighting among themselves and deaths 

from the many diseases brought by the white man, the Indian 

population, that had been growing slowly before the white man 

came, began to dwindle. 

 

There were many wars fought between differing Indian Nations 

before the “White Man” came. Two of the major wars that we 

know of were: 

 

1653 - The Iroquois Nation destroyed the Erie Indians. 

 

1675 - The Iroquois Nation destroy the Susquehannocks. 

 

Then, after the Indians first sided with the French to fight 

against the colonists and settlers, they turned against the French 

and the English. This led to several major battles in 

Pennsylvania where Indians won a few battles but were 

eventually defeated and driven westward out of Pennsylvania. 

 

1756 - Colonel John Armstrong destroyed the Delaware Indian 

town of Kittanning. 

 

1763 - May 9, Indians attack Detroit and begin Pontiac’s War. 

 

1763 - June 18, Indians capture Fort LeBoeuf and attack 

Presque Isle and Fort Pitt. 

 

1763 - August 5-6, Colonel Henry Bouquet defeats the Indians 

at Bushy Run. 
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Note: Some of the attacks by Indians occurred during and after 

the period of the American Revolutionary War. 

 

 

1778 - Indians and some British attack Connecticut settlers in 

the Wyoming Massacre. 

 

1782 - County Seat of Westmoreland County, Hannastown, is 

destroyed by Indians 

 

1794 - General Anthony Wayne defeats the Indians at “Fallen 

Timbers.” It was called fallen timbers because of the 

tremendous amount of damage done to the trees by strong 

winds. 

 

After the American Revolution the settlers began to move 

across the Allegheny Mountains to settle western Pennsylvania, 

the French paid the Indians handsomely for scalps and even 

more for English captives. Indians also took prisoners to 

increase the wealth of their family or tribe. 

 

A story to illustrate this point comes from the George Dallas 

Albert’s book “The History of Westmoreland County” wherein 

he writes of his interview with one of the captives from Robert 

Campbell’s family: 

 

 

Of the captivity of Robert Campbell we have the account 

given by himself; and the fact of its being preserved is no 

doubt owing to the celebrity of the peculiar and fervent 

man, who, far and wide, was known as Elder Robert 

Campbell, a pious man, and in his day a main prop of the 

Fairfield Church. 



31 

 

 

On a day in July, 1776, while the father of this Robert 

Campbell was from home, a party of Indians came 

suddenly on this son and his brother William in the field; 

and while these were taken some others of the Indians ran 

to the house. 

 

The mother, with an infant in her arms, trying to escape, 

received the fatal tomahawk blow on her head, when she, 

falling down, killed the babe in her own arms. They were 

afterward found and buried in one grave. 

 

The rest of the children in the house, three girls and one 

boy, were made prisoners with the two boys taken in the 

field. The two youngest of the girls were placed on 

horses which the Indians had stolen from the farm, each 

of the girls behind an Indian. The younger of the three 

girls, unable to steady herself on the horse was killed and 

left on the ground about a mile from their home. 

 

The Indians carried them off down out of the valley, 

crossing somewhere below Saltsburg, and passed on to 

New York State. 

 

The children were separated in Canada. Thomas, the 

youngest brother, was sold to an English officer and sent 

to England; the two sisters, after passing four years in 

captivity, were released and came back to the valley. 

William also returned about the close of the war. After 

sustaining a captivity of about six years, Robert, with 

another prisoner, succeeded in making his escape. He 

came back again to the old homestead, lived to a good 

old age on the farm his father had cleared, and where his 

mother was killed and buried. 
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Another story of Indian atrocities against Campbells is of  

Robert’s Sister Margaret, (who married James Guffy) whose 

son John and her daughter Isabella narrowly escaped with their 

lives, while another man with them was killed by Indians when 

he sacrificed his own life fighting to save his sister: 
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When a young man, Squire John Guffy with his sister 

Isabella narrowly escaped being killed by the Indians. 

They were riding on horse-back, accompanied by a 

young man named John McManus and his sister. 

 

As they were passing a house by the roadside, they 

noticed smoke issuing out of the door. Supposing the 

house had accidentally caught fire, they hastily 

dismounted and entered the house. They were attempting 

to put out the flames, when Miss McManus, in passing 

the large open fireplace, saw a quantity of broken dishes 

lying among the ashes. She immediately exclaimed “the 

Indians have been doing this!” 

 

Recognizing the danger, they quickly rushed out to 

escape. They were certain Indians were lying in ambush 

somewhere near - which was true. As soon as the savages 

saw them running toward their horses, the Indians, giving 

the war whoop, sprang from their hiding places and 

surrounded them. 

 

In the excitement of the moment Isabella was unable to 

mount her horse. John hastily threw her on the neck of 

his horse, sprang into the saddle, and dashing through the 

savages, escaped unharmed. 

 

In the meantime, John McManus and his sister had 

succeeded in mounting their horses. Miss McManus’ 

saddle girth broke and she fell off her horse. In an agony 

of terror she cried out to her brother “for God’s sake, 

John, don’t leave me.” Upon hearing this he looked 

around and seeing what had happened to his sister, rode 

back. Being a powerful man, he tore his sister from her 

captors and threw her on his horse which galloped off 
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and saved her life. John, surrounded and overpowered by 

the great number of savages, fought them until he was 

literally cut to pieces. 

 

Although the land could be said to belong to the Indians, when 

Pennsylvania was getting started in the early 1700s, 

Connecticut claimed almost half of the northern part of the 

state, Virginia claimed the southwestern corner, and Maryland 

claimed about a tenth of the southern part of the state. 

 

The French had an overlapping claim against Connecticut, 

Maryland, Virginia and Pennsylvania to everything west of the 

Allegheny Mountains - as part of their claim to own all lands 

that were part of the drainage of the Ohio and Mississippi 

Rivers after having floated down the Allegheny into the Ohio 

and Mississippi Rivers all the way to New Orleans. 

 

The English headquartered at Williamsburg, because of their 

power, claimed to have say so over everyone. The 

Pennsylvanians being inclined to govern themselves eventually 

brought these issues to a war and eventually the birth of a new 

country. 

 

This competition between the British and the French for the 

land and trade gave rise to what eventually turned into the 

French and Indian War. Then, after the Indians fought with the 

French against the British, the Indians turned against both the 

French and British. 

 

The British victory at Bushy Run was the critical turning point 

in Pontiac's War. It also prevented the capture of Fort Pitt 

(Pittsburgh) and restored lines of communication between the 

frontier and eastern settlements. The British victory helped to 

keep the "gateway to western expansion" open. 
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Pontiac, an Ottawa chief in the Detroit areas, retaliated against 

British policies and control following the collapse of “New 

France” at the close of the French and Indian War. 

 

Because of Pontiac's successful advances against the British, 

Indian revolts quickly spread eastward. His plans were covert 

until 1763 when attacks on British outposts began. By the end 

of July, nine British forts were captured, a tenth fort abandoned, 

and the great strongholds at Fort Pitt and Detroit under siege. 
 

The geographic area affected included the present states of 

Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin 

and parts of Maryland and West Virginia. Truly this was the 

greatest Indian threat to the British colonies between 1700 - 

1800. 

 

There were not many settlers around Fort Ligonier in 1763 

when the Indians attacked off and on for over a month. Captain 

Archibald Blane, his small garrison of soldiers, and the settlers 

held them off until Colonel Bouquet arrived on the 2nd of 

August with reinforcements. 

 

Because the Indians so thoroughly controlled the frontier, 

information about the war filtered slowly east to the British 

high command. Once the scope of the situation was realized in 

late June, an expedition was organized to march west to Fort 

Pitt and then to proceed north and west to re-establish fallen 

forts. Colonel Henry Bouquet, a Swiss born professional 

soldier, commanded the expedition as it left Carlisle, 

Pennsylvania on July 18, 1763. 

 

The Pontiac, Guyasuta and Custaloga War came about because 

the Indians felt they were treated poorly by the British after the 

French were driven out. The British had told the Indians that 
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once the French were gone the land would again belong only to 

the Indians and the English would withdraw. These promises to 

the Indians were made by Forbes, Bouquet, Mercer, and other 

British officials. A message sent to the Indians by General 

Forbes stated: 

 

General Forbes knows that the French have told the 

Indians that the English intend to cheat them out of their 

land on the Ohio, but this, he assures you, is not true. The 

English have no intention of making settlements in your 

Hunting Country beyond the Allegheny Hills, unless they 

shall be desired for your convenience to erect some 

storehouses in order to establish and carry on trade, 

which they are prepared to do on fair and just terms. 

 

Pontiac hoped to align all the Indians with him except the Six 

Iroquois Nations. He captured all the forts except Fort Pitt, Fort 

Ligonier, and the Fort at Detroit. When Chief Shingas spoke to 

Captain Ecuyer at Fort Pitt, he stated: 

 

We wish to hold fast the chain of friendship - that ancient 

chain which our forefathers held with your brethren the 

English. You have let your end of the chain fall to the 

ground, but ours is still fast within our hands. Why do 

you complain that our young men have fired at your 

soldiers and killed your cattle and horses? You yourselves 

are the cause of this. You marched your armies into our 

country and built forts here, though we told you again 

and again that we wished you to remove. My brothers, 

the land is ours and not yours. 

 

When Captain Ecuyer refused to leave Fort Pitt, the Indians 

surrounded the fort on all sides and began shooting and 

shooting fire-arrows. The siege continued for several days and 
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nights until the Indians withdrew to go to Bushy Run to fight 

against Colonel Bouquet. 

 

Indian scouts observed Bouquet's army marching west along 

Forbes Road toward Fort Ligonier and reported this to the large 

force of Indians surrounding Fort Pitt. The Indians decided to 

temporarily end their siege and attack the British expedition in 

the open. The attack took place one mile east of Bushy Run 

Station on August 5th and 6th, 1763. This engagement resulted 

in a major victory for the British. 

 

Immediately after arriving at Fort Ligonier, Bouquet rushed to 

reach Byerley’s clearing at Bushy Run. As soon as they arrived 

they were attacked by the Indians from Fort Pitt. It was a 

ferocious battle with the Indians attacking their barricades again 

and again. The next morning the Indians were again driven off 

by bayonets. 

 

Bouquet then set a trap and the Indians rushed in only to be 

mercilessly attacked by a force under command of Major 

Campbell. When the Indians broke and ran the entire force of 

Bouquets troops chased them from the area. 
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Bushy Run Battlefield 

 

 

After the battle at Bushy Run, Colonel Bouquet continued to 

press the war against the Indians of the Mingoes, Mohicans, 

Miamis, Ottawas, Shawnees and Wyandots. Their chiefs met 

with Bouquet for peace talks at the forks of the Muskingum 

River in October 1764 and 206 white captives were returned. 

Later another 100 were released by the Indians. The number of 

Pennsylvanians released by the Indians was 116. 

 

After Pontiac’s War ended, the King of England and the 

Governor of Pennsylvania asked all settlers to remove 

themselves from land not already purchased from the Indians 

but the settlers would have none of it. 

 

Because the settlers feared the Indians, they continued to kill 

Indians any time they saw them. The problem was so serious 
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that, in 1768, at the “Great Conference” at Fort Pitt, the Indians 

were paid ten thousand English pounds for the land from New 

York to the mouth of the Tennessee River that lay to the west of 

the Allegheny Mountains. In 1769 a land office was opened and 

settlers came in droves to the area now known as Westmoreland 

County. 

 

Colonel Bouquet, a Swiss born Soldier, certainly did more 

against the French and Indians to bring peace to western 

Pennsylvania than any other man. He died in 1765 at Pensacola, 

Florida and the location of his grave is not known. 

 

The first white person to be known to be in the Westmoreland 

County area was a French Trader named Cavalier. He was 

known to be here as early as 1728 as was reported and was 

noted by James Le Tort and Jonah Davenport in their 

description of Indian activity to the Pennsylvania Council in 

1731.Cavalier incited the Indians against the settlers and set a 

price on the head of anyone white man who did not speak 

French. 

 

The Indians were taken advantage of by traders who paid them 

a pittance in costume jewelry, whiskey, firearms and metal tools 

in exchange for valuable furs and other goods. 
 

The Allegheny River name is derived from the Indian words 

Alligewi-hanna or river of the Alligewi Indians. The Alligewi 

Indians were destroyed by the Iroquois Nation somewhere 

around 1300 A. D. The few survivors were later known as the 

Lenni Lenape until their name was changed to the Delewares. 

The Delewares were made of three basic groups: The Munsee 

(Wolf Clan), The Unami (Turtle Clan), and the Unalachtigo 

(Turkey Clan). 
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The delay in the advance of the frontier caused the Governor of 

Pennsylvania to take action against them. He turned to George 

Washington first, then to the English Army under the command 

of Major General Braddock. 

 

Because William Penn felt so strongly toward the Indians, all 

the lands in Pennsylvania were purchased from the Indians. 

Those purchases were: 

 
1633 - Dutch purchase land from the Schuylkill Indians 

 

1682 - “First Purchase” was of a small piece of land along the 

Delaware River north of Philadelphia purchased by Deputy 

Governor Markham. 

 

1683 - “Six Deeds Purchase” included all the land immediately 

around Philadelphia and was connected on the eastern boundary 

with the land purchased in 1682. 
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1684 - “Nine Deeds” another small piece of land to the 

northwest of Philadelphia that connected on the northern 

boundary of the Six Deeds Purchase. Penn leaves for England. 

 

1699 - Penn returns to Pennsylvania. 

 

1732 - “Schuylkill Indian Purchase” a small piece directly 

adjacent to the north of the “Nine Deed” purchase. 

 

1718 - Susquehanna and Delaware Indian purchase that 

occurred from 1718 -1726. A larger piece of land that connected 

on the north and west of the Six Deeds Purchase. 

 

1736 - “Five Indian Nation Purchase” connected to the west of 

the Susquehanna and Delaware Indian Purchase. 

 

1737 - “The Walking Purchase” was land along the Delaware 

River extending north from the purchase made in 1632. 

 

1749 - “Nine Indian Nations Purchase” was a fairly large piece 

of land bordering to the west the Walking Purchase, Schuylkill 

Purchase of 1732 and the eastern half of the Five Indian Nation 

Purchase. 

 

1754 - Treaty of Albany Purchase was an extremely large piece 

of land to the west of the Five Indian Nations Purchase and to 

the west of the Nine Indian Nation Purchase. It’s boundary 

formed part of the southern border of Pennsylvania. 

 

1768 - “New Purchase” was almost half of the State of 

Pennsylvania land that extended from the southwestern corner 

of Pennsylvania through the center to the northeastern corner of 

the state. It was to the west of the Treaty of Albany and Nine 

Indian Nation boundaries. 
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1784 - “Last Purchase” lands extended from the boundaries of 

the New Purchase lands to the northwestern corner of the state - 

except for the Erie Purchase. 

 

 

1789 - “The Erie Purchase” was the triangle of land extending 

north from the boundary on the western end of the state. 

 

Somehow the Indians became such an insignificant number, in 

comparison to the millions of immigrants constantly arriving 

from Europe, that they were fortunate to have been able to at 

least sell their lands in Pennsylvania rather than simply being 

driven from it as the immigrants pushed their way westward all 

the way to the Pacific Ocean. 

 

The Indians lived in a paradigm where they believed they 

required huge amounts of land to subsist. The opposing 

paradigm of the settlers was that a man required to own only a 

few acres to grow crops and raise their domestic animals. The 

settlers thought it unreasonable for Indians to expect them to 

give any respect to Indian claims to “ownership” of such vast 

amounts of territory. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Washington in western Pennsylvania 
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When you learn of the involvement of George Washington in 

the development of western Pennsylvania you begin to begin to 

understand why George Washington was selected by the First 

Continental Congress to be the Commander in Chief of the 

Revolutionary War Military Forces. He was without question 

the most seasoned and respected combat leader available. You 

also begin to appreciate why he was later asked to come out of 

retirement to be the “First President of the United States.” 

 

Before the Revolutionary War, his courage and bravery had 

already earned him the respect of the Americans, English, 

French, and the Indians. His exploits were renowned both at 

home and abroad. He truly was a great “Man Among Men.” 

 

The French decided to build a string of Forts from Canada to 

New Orleans to reinforce their claim to the Mississippi River 

and all the land drained by it’s tributaries. Authorities 

representing the Crown of England recognized the need for 

immediate action. This situation caused George Washington’s 

first call to public service when he was in his early 20’s. 

 

In 1753, Virginia Governor Robert Dinwiddie asked George to 

take a message to the French. The French were moving quickly 

to secure the Ohio and Mississippi area. This land had been 

claimed by the French when, on April 9, 1682, LaSalle made 

claim to the “Interior of the Continent” and all the lands drained 

by the Mississippi River and it’s tributaries - some of these 

lands were later obtained by the United States in the “Louisiana 

Purchase” made on August 24, 1803. 

 

 

Governor Dinwiddie’s Letter delivered by George 

Washington to Legardeur de Saint Pierre: 
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“The lands upon the River Ohio, in the western part of 

the Colony of Virginia, are so notoriously known to be 

the property of the Crown of Great Britain that it is a 

matter of equal concern and surprise to me, to hear that a 

body of French forces are erecting fortresses and making 

settlements upon the river, within his Majesty’s 

dominions. 

 

It becomes my duty to require your peaceable departure; 

and that you would forebear prosecuting a purpose so 

interruptive of the harmony and good understanding, 

which his Majesty is desirous to continue and cultivate 

with the most Christian King.” 

 

St Pierre’s reply to Governor Dinwiddie: 

 

“As to the summons you send me to retire, I do not think 

myself obliged to obey it.” 

 

St Pierre also offered  his respects to the Governor and 

mentioned he had made it a point to treat Washington 

well in hopes George would tell Governor Dinwiddie 

about the kindness. 

 

CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF EVENTS: 

 

October 1753 - January 1754 - Washington Meets with 

Saint Pierre. 

 

On October 31, 1753 George Washington travels from 

Williamsburg, Virginia to Wills Creek (later renamed 

Cumberland), Maryland. 

There he hires Christopher Gist, a Trader and seasoned 

Frontiersman who worked for the Ohio Trading 
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Company, to guide for him. George and Christopher left 

Wills Creek on November 15, 1753 with four other men. 

They traveled through the snow and rain, passing through 

the point where the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers 

come together to form the beginning of the Ohio River 

(Pittsburg), until they reached the Indian Village called 

Logstown. 

 

After spending a few days, taking time to make friends 

with the Indians, George’s entourage departed Logstown 

on November 30, 1753 with three Indian Leaders named 

Half King, Jeskakake, White Thunder and a hunter - a 

total of at least 10 persons now in the party. 

 

They reached Venango (where Fort Machault was built 

on the Allegheny River to block the movement of settlers 

down to the Ohio River) on December 4, 1753. There 

they met the legendary French Indian Agent named 

Joncaire. Joncaire and his fellow officers had forcibly 

taken possession of an English trader’s home. Joncaire 

was involved in stirring up the Indians against the 

English settlers who were just beginning to move into the 

area from east of the Allegheny Mountains. Some settler 

families were already moving back out of fear of the 

French and the Indians. 

 

Because of the snow, rain, and getting constantly mired 

down in the mud, Washington did not reach Fort LeBoeuf 

until December 11, 1753. He presented the letter from 

Governor Dinwiddie to a distinguished looking elderly 

gentleman - Legardeur de Saint Pierre. George also asked 

tactfully of Saint Pierre by what authority he had 

imprisoned several English Subjects. 
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The letter was translated for Saint Pierre by Legardeur de 

Repentigny, the Commander at Fort Presque Isle (near 

Erie, Pennsylvania). Fort Presque Isles was built only a 

few miles north from Fort Le Boeuf to guard travel on 

and near Lake Erie. 

 

Saint Pierre remained adamant that the country west of 

the Allegheny Mountains belonged to the French and that 

no Englishman had any right to travel, settle, or trade in 

the area. He stated he was under the orders of Governor 

Marquis Duquesne - the person for whom Fort 

Dusquesne (later called Pittsburg) was to be named. 

 

Washington and his party left Fort Le Boeuf on 

December 16, 1753 and their party reached Venango on 

December 22, 1753. When the Indians declined to 

continue with them, George and the party moved on for 

three more very slow days before George (determined to 

get the message back to Governor Dinwiddie as quickly 

as possible) left the horses and baggage with his 

interpreter, Van Braam, to bring back to Williamsburg. 

George and Christopher Gist then set out together on 

foot. 

 

They were forced to travel at night to avoid hostile 

Indians - due to having been shot at already on one 

occasion. They built a raft to cross the Allegheny River. 

George f\ell off the raft into the frigid water. They slept 

overnight on an island to dry their clothes and the next 

morning crossed on the Ice that had during the night 

frozen thick enough to support their weight. Through the 

bitter winter conditions they still made good enough time 

to arrive back in Williamsburg on January 16, 1754 - and 

deliver the message from St. Pierre to Gov. Dinwiddie. 
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George had kept a journal of his exploits that impressed 

Governor Dinwiddie to the point he had it printed. 

George’s journal made a most favorable impression on 

Americans and the English as the journal made clear the 

danger presented by the French to the Colonists. George 

became quite the famous frontiersman as a result of this 

publication. 

 

April 17, 1754 

 

French forces capture the Fortress, at the junction of the 

Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio Rivers, that was 

being built by soldiers under the command of Captain 

William Trent. Captain Trent was born in 1715 in Chester 

County. He later served as a Major during the 

Revolutionary War. 

 

The French immediately began building Fort Dusquesne. 

The French also began building up forces to defend the 

strategic critical terrain of the river junction as it 

controlled all traffic from both the Monongahela and 

Allegheny Rivers into the Ohio - which was the 

“Freeway” for travel all the way down the Ohio to the 

Mississippi and up or down the Mississippi River to 

Canada to the north, up the Missouri and Arkansas Rivers 

toward the Rocky Mountains to the west, and up the Red 

River into Texas. 

 

May 1754 - July 1754 - Fort Necessity 

 

Now a newly appointed and very young Major, George 

Washington, is commissioned by Governor Dinwiddie to 

take a force to aid and support Captain Trent. George 

starts out with about 100 men. 
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While George and his party are enroute, George learns 

Captain Trent has been chased away by the French from 

the Fortress they were constructing. Toward the end of 

May Washington reaches a place he names the “Great 

Meadows.” Because there was plenty of water and 

grazing for the horses, Washington elects to establish a 

base camp at Great Meadows from which to support his 

operations against the French. 

 

Washington meets up with Half King, his old Indian 

Friend from his previous trip to meet with Saint Pierre. 

They make plans to contact the French. 

 

Washington learns from his scouts there are French 

soldiers and some Indians lying in wait for him not far 

from “Great Meadows.” He marches overnight in the 

darkness, with 40 men, to see why they are there. 

 

Since the French Commander, Captain Villas de 

Jumonville, had not posted any guards around his 

encampment, Washington and his soldiers had no trouble 

surrounding them. Before Washington has the 

opportunity to make contact with Jumonville, a shot is 

fired by either one side or the other and without intending 

to have a skirmish, the fight is on. 

 

Ten Frenchmen are killed and 21 captured. One French 

Soldier escapes and makes it back to Fort Duquesne and 

informs them of the “ambush” by the Americans. 

Washington suffered one man killed and a few wounded. 

French Officer Jumonville was killed in the battle. 

The French claimed the ambush was most unfair as they 

claimed Captain Jumonville was on a similar mission as 
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was Washington when he went to meet with Saint Pierre. 

Washington rebutted them saying they had been camped 

near him for two days and made no effort to establish 

contact. He points out that furthermore they were camped 

in hiding. The battle occurred on Laurel Hill in what is 

now Fayette County. 

 

Washington knew, when the French found out about the 

battle, they would retaliate. He knew he would be 

outnumbered decisively by the French. Washington 

retreated to the Great Meadows where he immediately 

began construction of a very small Fort he named “Fort 

Necessity.” 

 

While at Fort Necessity he was reinforced with more 

soldiers until his strength came up to about 400 men. He 

also received word he had been promoted to Lieutenant 

Colonel. 

 

On July 3, 1754 Washington’s forces were attacked by a 

vastly superior number of French soldiers and Indians. 

The French and Indians remained in the trees and had the 

advantage of cover and concealment while Washington’s 

forces were in shallow moats around a very small 

fortress. Since Washington’s forces were being decimated 

George had no choice but to surrender. 
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Fort Necessity 

 

Although the French allowed young Lt Colonel 

Washington to withdraw with honor, keeping their 

weapons and colors, the document of surrender George 

signed contained words that he had “assassinated 

Jumonville.” George stated since it was written in French 

he did not understand the wording and thought it to be 

that his forces had killed a French Officer in battle. 

Regardless, the French used this document in an effort to 

bring discredit on the British. 

 

This was George’s first taste of  a fire fight. He later 

stated: “I heard the bullets whistle, and, believe me, there 

is something charming in the sound.” 

 

In a later battle, with General Braddock, he more than 

proved his bravery as he escaped that fire fight with four 

bullet holes in his clothing and had two horses shot out 
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from under him. He established a lasting reputation of 

being truly a brave and a most courageous fellow. 

 

Many historians attribute the shots fired at Jumonville’s 

party by Washington’s English forces, and those fired at 

Fort Necessity by French forces, as the beginning of the 

“Seven Years War” - more commonly known as the 

French and Indian War. 

 

April 1755 - July 9, 1755 

 

It was primarily the battle at Fort Necessity that caused 

the British to step up their military efforts against the 

French. In England, Major General Braddock is made 

Commander in Chief of all British Forces in America. As 

on of his first tasks, he is given the order to defeat the 

French occupying western Pennsylvania and Ohio. 

 

General Braddock arrives in America with “Dunbar’s 48th 

Regiment of Foot” and “Halkett’s 44th Regiment of 

Foot.” Their ships arrive in Alexandria, Virginia rather 

than in Williamsburg - which was then recognized by the 

British as their capitol. 

 

It is from that point General Braddock started west to 

engage the French. All total, his force numbered about 

2,400 men. One of the men in that force was no other 

than Lieutenant Colonel George Washington - a key 

advisor to Major General Braddock. 

 

 

Braddock himself leads the forces to attack Fort 

Duquesne - only to suffer “defeat in detail” at the Battle 

of the Monongahela. 
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Braddock starts from Wills Creek toward Fort Duquesne 

on the road established earlier by Washington. He finds 

the road too narrow for his cannon and wagons. 

 

 

 
 

 

Although it takes quite some time, Braddock has the road 

widened to 12 feet. Braddock’s improvements eventually 

lead to the creation of the first “National Road.” 

 

Because the going was so slow, Braddock took most of 

his forces and proceeded ahead toward Fort Duquesne. 
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On July 9, 1755, as Braddock’s forces neared Fort 

Duquesne, Braddock’s forces were ambushed  by French 

and Indian forces just after they had crossed the 

Monongahela River. The British soldiers had expected to 

do battle in the customary British fashion - everyone 

lines up in nice straight lines opposing each other and 

then both sides, in a most gentlemanly manner, shoot it 

out in an open field. 

 

However, when fired upon from behind rocks, logs, 

bushes and trees, where they could not see their enemy, 

the forward elements of the British forces were 

completely decimated by the fire they were receiving. 

 

The soldiers of the famous “Black Watch Regiment” 

broke and ran toward the rear as fast as they could. 

They believed the war whooping Indians to be chasing 

right behind them with every intent of scalping every last 

one of them. The second regiment also fled as the 

remnants of the lead regiment ran through them in utter 

panic. 

 

The British lost over 900 out of the 1400 men they had 

moved forward with under the command of General 

Braddock. It was certainly, by any military standards, a 

most devastating and disgraceful defeat. 

 

It is claimed General Braddock was wounded by the 

French during the engagement. That is the story that has 

been perpetuated by the British throughout the years. 

His soldiers carried his wounded body back to near Fort 

Necessity. When he died, in the evening of July 13, 1755,  

they buried his body in the road he had constructed and 

then trampled the area so no one could find his grave. 
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George Washington personally gave the eulogy for 

General Braddock. 

 

In 1804 remains were found and believed to be those of 

General Braddock. His remains were reburied only a few 

miles from Fort Necessity and in 1913 a large grave stone 

was placed at the site. Right beside the marker you can 

still see traces of the original route established by 

Braddock - even though it is now more than two 

centuries later. 

 

Because he was a life long soldier, who had made his 

way up through the ranks to finally be the Commander in 

Chief of all Forces in America, the defeat must certainly 

have caused Braddock to suffer immensely from the 

shame that he had so miserably failed his mission. Some 

say he may well have died more from his personal 

distress than from his wounds.  

 

There is another story quietly reported about Braddock’s 

death. It is claimed General Braddock died not from a 

French bullet but from a single round fired from a pistol 

by one of the Colonial Soldiers who accompanied the 

British. 

 

The claim is that Braddock took his sword and struck a 

man, who was laying on the ground and firing from 

behind the cover of a log. Braddock ordered him to stand 

up and “Fight Like a Man.” It is claimed the man’s 

brother said no man strikes my brother with a sword and 

gets away with it, pulled his pistol, and shot Braddock. 

This story was reported recently in a Quarterly History 

Magazine. 
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The story is inscribed on the tombstone of the man who 

claimed he shot Braddock in Westmoreland County. 

 

May 8-9 1756 - Both the French and English Declare the  

“Seven Years War.” 

 

September 1756 

 

Kittanning is attacked by the British and defeat the 

Indians. 

 

1756 - 1758 

 

French have victories in New York at Fort Oswego, Fort 

William Henry, and Fort Ticonderoga. 

 

1758 - 1759 

 

British have victories at Louisbourg, Fort Frontenac, Fort 

Niagra, Crown Point, and recapture Fort Ticonderoga 

 

April - November 25, 1758 

 

British General Forbes leads forces against Fort 

Dusquesne. George Washington is selected to command 

the lead Brigade of the forces committed against Fort 

Dusquesne. 

 

Before the lead elements of Washington’s forces can 

reach the fort, the French withdraw and burn the fort. 

Washington sends scouts from the Westmoreland County 

Rangers and some of  Forbes’ men to attempt to save the 

supplies and ammunition from the fire. Washington’s 

forces arrive too late to save any of the supplies. The fort 
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is rebuilt by the British and renamed Fort Pitt after the 

new commander of all British Land Forces - William Pitt. 

 

January 1759 

 

George Washington marries Martha. 

 

February 10, 1763 

 

The Treaty of Paris cedes all French possessions east of 

the Mississippi River, except New Orleans, to the 

English. 

 

May - October 1763 

 

Chief Pontiac leads Ottowa Indians in attacks on Frontier 

Posts. 

 

August 15 - 16, 1763 

 

Colonel Henry Bouquet attacks and defeats the Indians at 

the Battle of Bushy Run. 

 

1768 - The French and Indian War is over, the Remaining land 

in Pennsylvania is purchased from the Indians by the 

government of Pennsylvania and settlement in western 

Pennsylvania is now beginning in full force - although there is 

still trouble with the Indians that will eventually be resolved by 

treaty. 

 

1776 - Because of his outstanding war record, and his 

reputation for courage and honesty, George Washington is 

selected to lead the colonial forces against the British. Since 

there are not yet any federal forces, George commands a force 
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composed of the many different militias from each of the 13 

colonial states. 

 

Although “patriotism” is what we were taught as children was 

the primary motivation for the soldiers who stayed through the 

bitter winter at Valley Forge, there were other motivations that 

motivated them as well. They were being promised land grants - 

enough they could sell the land for enough to be well off in 

their retirement. 

 

This is clearly established when one examines the manner in 

which Ohio was divided into 18 separate parcels. One parcel 

was given to each of the 13 original states to be used to issue 

warrants for land to Revolutionary Forces for their service. One 

Parcel was given to George Washington. The remaining 4 

parcels, along the Ohio River, were sold by the government to 

raise money for the treasury. 

 

The release of these lands to veterans and sale of these lands by 

the states and the federal government, to raise money for 

budgets of their newly formed states, caused a huge rush of 

immigrants and settlers moving to the central states. 

 

Naturally, Westmoreland County and Pittsburg, being at the 

head of  the main water ways to the west, rapidly became a 

trade and cultural center. All the early main roads, from the east, 

ran through Westmoreland County to Pittsburg. 

 

1794 - George Washington again returns to Western 

Pennsylvania as a Commander of Troops in “The Whiskey 

Rebellion:” 

 

Because of the 1791 federal government tax on 

whiskey, farmers in western Pennsylvania engaged 
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in a series of attacks on revenue agents. The tax 

eliminated any profit by the farmers. The tax also 

caused other grievances, by the settlers of the 

region, to surface against the federal government.  

 

While citizens in the east did not find it difficult to 

accept, individual states were "subservient to the 

country," people west of the mountains were less 

accepting of any decisions made by the central 

government. 

 

Rebel farmers rioted and roughed up tax collectors 

until "insurrection" flared in July of 1794. A 

federal marshal was attacked in Allegheny County, 

Pennsylvania. Almost at the same time several 

hundred men attacked the residence of the regional 

inspector. They burned his home, barn and several 

outbuildings. 

 

Pittsburgh, and Westmoreland County, was another 

place where trouble sprang up because of disorder 

by protesting mobs. 

 

On August 7, 1794 President Washington issued a 

proclamation, calling out the militia and ordering 

the disaffected westerners to return to their homes. 

 

Washington's order mobilized an army of 

approximately 13,000. Washington, in a show of 

presidential authority, set out at the head of the 

troops to suppress the uprising. 
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This was the first use of the Militia Law of 1792 

setting a precedent for the use of the militia to 

"execute the laws of the union to suppress 

insurrections," assert the right of the national 

government to enforce order in one state with 

troops raised in other states. 

 

Even more importantly, it was the first test of 

power of the new federal government, establishing 

its primacy in disputes with individual states. In 

the end, a dozen or so men were arrested, sent to 

Philadelphia for trial and released after being 

pardoned by Washington. 

 

1803  Louisiana Purchase. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The House of Campbells
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William Campbell came to America from Donegal, in Antrim 

County, Northern Ireland, in abt 1740. He was born in Ireland 

abt 1715 and died in Westmoreland County in 1799. Of his 

death we have records showing a full life with children who 

made him proud and descendants numbering in the thousands 

and scattered all over the United States.  

 

Perhaps the most amazing discovery in the search to find how 

the Campbell’s came to settle in Mansville, was that, it became 

immediately apparent to us they certainly did not come alone. 

The Campbells came to Westmoreland County with a group of 

people who socialized and intermarried to the point they were 

almost one great big family. 

 

 
Fairmount Church and Cemetery 

Graves of the original settlers and their descendants 
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The first group, who settled in Westmoreland County, Donegal 

Township area between 1750 and 1770, was made up primarily 

of the families Ambrose, Campbell, Davidson, Eakman 

(Aikman), Gettemy, Galbreath (Gailbraith), Guffy, Hamilton, 

Larimore, MacLean, Ross, Shannon, and Weimer. They all 

came from the area near Gettysburg - Straban Township, York 

County PA.  

 

The Campbells appeared to be the most in number due to the 

large number of children belonging to William Campbell and 

his sons. 

 

All of these people had settled initially, upon arrival in the 

“New World,” in the area around Straban Township - west of 

York and a little north of Gettysburg. They immigrated from 

Scotland, Ireland and England during the 1740s and 1750s. 

They owned land by the 1760s. 

 

This meant their period of “Indenture” had been completed and 

they were located on warrants for the 50 acres offered 

prospective settlers by the government of Pennsylvania to 

encourage them to migrate to the colonies. 

 

More than likely those in the group would have come from 

Scotland and Ireland as free passengers to be “Indentured” upon 

their arrival in the Colonies. Passengers were recruited by the 

Pennsylvania government in Scotland, England, and Ireland. 

Future settlers could board a ship destined for Baltimore or 

Philadelphia without having to pay any money. They clearly 

understood, by accepting their free passage on the ship, that the 

ship’s Captain would sell them as indentured servants at auction 

upon their arrival in port. 
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Prospective settlers were also offered 50 acres of land upon 

successful completion of their period of obligated indenture. 

Premium farmland was certainly a strong motivation to 

encourage immigration - especially when times were hard in 

Ireland and the farmland in Ireland was about as rocky as it can 

get. Stories filtering back to the “Old World” bespoke of 

America as the land of milk and honey. 

 

Even wives and the children were indentured in order for one 

family to acquire more than just one warrant for 50 acres. 

Warrants could be sold - even as futures. This way people could 

amass enough acreage to have 200 and 300 acre farms to start 

with. Children’s contracts would usually state the children had 

to be provided clothes and the opportunity to attend school in 

exchange for working as an apprentice (obviously a helper to a 

journeyman of some sort.)  

 

The contract of indenture was approved by a judge or 

magistrate so as to be a legally enforceable contract and to 

make sure that, when the period of indenture had ended, the 

completed contract could be used as evidence to support the 

claim for a grant of 50 acres of land in Pennsylvania. 

 

Often ship’s lists were posted in the town square for everyone 

to see and the date of auction announced. Sometimes settlers 

would make an advance sale of some of their warrants for 50 

acres in order to have money to keep wives and children 

together. Each indentured passenger received one warrant for 

50 acres of land. 

 

It is evident some of the families came to Westmoreland County 

before it was a county. As was stated in the previous chapter, it 

was not until 1753 that George Washington came through on his 

way to deliver the message from Governor Dinwiddie to the 
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French. It was not until 1754 the French drove Washington out 

of Fort Necessity. With Fort Ligonier being constructed and 

soldiers in the area, most settlers felt secure enough to stay in 

Westmoreland County. This was not true for the entire frontier. 

 

 
 

Tax records of 1762, found at the York County Historical 

Society, show Campbells named Cornelius, George, John, 

James, Robert and William as separate line entries. Those same 

names appear later as being together in Westmoreland County 

in Mansville. The chances these names were for a different 

group of Campbells with those same names is remote. 

 

Regardless of such strong evidence, the search must continue to 

find the ships on which they arrived and even more conclusive 

evidence of the actual dates they moved to Westmoreland 

County. 
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The Mansville area viewed from Stahlstown 

 

We believe the group began migrating from near Gettysburg to 

Westmoreland County as early as the 1750s and continued 

through the 1760s. Most of them had made the move from 

eastern Pennsylvania to Westmoreland County by the early 

1770s. Several recorded events support this belief. 

 

A York County record shows a William Campbell sold his land 

to a man named Diehl in 1758. 

 

Certainly Robert Campbell was in Westmoreland County before 

1776 as he had land cleared, a house built, and was involved in 

the local community. This is based on information contained in 

the account of the capture of his children in 1776 - as was 

provided by one of Robert’s sons (who was one of the children 
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captured by the Seneca Indians) to the most prominent of 

Westmoreland County historians, George Dallas Albert. 

 

 
 

 

York County tax records of 1783 show our group, mentioned in 

the above paragraph, were no longer listed as being in Straban 

County. 

 

James Guffy and Margaret Campbell (James’ Sister) were listed 

on the 1772 tax list for what the next year would be Donegal 

Township. 

 

In the year 1780, James and his family purchased what is now a 

portion of Sewickley Township - although he lived in this 

township fifteen years earlier, and settled on the farm that is 

acknowledged historically to be the first cleared land in this part 

of the country. 
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As shown in the previous document, Campbell was spelled 

several different ways. The John Campbell is listed as being, 

assessor, Windsor, 1768; supervisor, Chanceford Township, 

1753 (spelled Cammel); overseer, Windsor Township, 1762 

(spelled Camble); supervisor, Windsor Township, 1766; 

supervisor, Chanceford Township, 1752 (Camble). 

 

Westmoreland County,  1790 Census 

 

 



69 

 

 
Last Name  First Name      HOF&M16+        M-16      F,HOF +all 

Campbell 

 

Derry Township 

              Micham                1                          1             3 

              Rodger                 1                          3             3 

              James                   1                          1             2 

              William                3                          1 

 

Donegal Township             191                      183         352      1         6        727  2147 

              George                 2                          1 

              James                   3            4            2 

              William                2            1            1 

              Thomas                1            2            3 

              William Sr           1                          1 

              Robert Sr              2                          1 

              Robert Jr              1                          3 

              Joseph                  1            2            1 

              James Finney       2            1            2 

              Samuel (Isn?)       1                          1 

 

Hempfield Township 

Campbell Joseph                1            1            2 

 

Mount Pleasant Township  

Campbell George                1            3            3 

 

North Huntington Township 

Campbell Patrick                4            1            3 

              Frances                 1                          3 

              William                1                          1 

 

Salem Township 

Campbell Henry                 2                          2 

              Alexander            1                          1 

              David    1             2            2 

              Thomas 3             1            2 

 

Unity Township 

Campbell Josiah  2             1            6 

 

Washington Township 

Campbell Jn        1             6            1 

              John      1             3            5 
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During the period of the Revolutionary war, many of the 

Campbells, Gettemys, Galbreaths, and Guffys were the right 

age for service. Many served even though, by today’s standards, 

they might be considered too old. 

 

This book is NOT  intended to show more than the early 

development of Westmoreland County and how the Ambrose, 

Campbells, Guffys, Gettemys, Galbreaths (Galbraiths), 

McCleans, Weimers and other early frontier families came to 

settle in the Mansville, Stahlstown, Donegal, and on lands to 

the south of Fort Ligonier. As a result, we are not addressing the 

history of Pennsylvania during the Revolutionary War and the 

establishment of the United States as a country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



71 

 

 

 

CHAPTER FIVE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Penn
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William Penn was the well educated namesake son of a wealthy 

English Navy Admiral - Sir William Penn. Young William Penn 

was born at his parent’s home on Tower Hill in London October 

14, 1644.  

 

As a  boy of 10 he heard a Quaker Preacher named Thomas Loe 

speak of the Quaker faith and from that day forward never 

forgot the message of truth. 

 

He was educated first at Christ Church College at Oxford - 

from which he was expelled because of his participation in 

meetings not under the control of the University and his refusal 

to attend chapel services. He then studied at a Huguenot 

Academy outside Paris. His main studies were law. 

 

At his father’s request he returned home to head the family 

during the war with the Dutch - during which time his father re-

entered the English Navy.  During this stay at home the Great 

Plague swept through London. Thousands died. The people of 

London fled to the countryside. Only the Quakers stayed behind 

in London to nurse the ill. This further impressed William. 

Upon his father’s return, he was sent to take care of the family 

estates in Ireland.  

 

While in Cork, Ireland he chanced to hear Thomas Loe again 

speak. It was then he converted to the “Society of Friends” or 

“Quaker” religion that was founded in 1647 by George Fox. 

 

He soon became a preacher and was imprisoned several times. 

He used his prison time to write religious books. 
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Unknown to him, his father secretly paid the fine imposed on 

young William because the elder Penn was gravely ill and 

wanted his son back home. On his deathbed, Sir William 

received the promise of his friend the Duke of York to protect 

William after his demise.  

 

William’s inheritance made him rich. He traveled in Holland & 

Germany where he preached and saw the persecution of those 

who followed other than the teachings of the Church of 

England. He began dreaming of establishing a place in the 

world where everyone could worship as they pleased. 

 

Remembering the loan to King Charles his father had made to 

support the naval forces during the last Dutch war, William 

devised a plan to realize his dream of establishing a refuge for 

the religiously oppressed. William petitioned King Charles II 

for a tract of land in the New World located north of Maryland, 

south of New York and west of the Delaware. The land grant 

was to serve as payment in full of the debt of his father. 

 

After many meetings and delays, and 4 drafts of the charter, the 

granting of the land was signed by the King on March 4, 1681. 

It made William Penn absolute proprietor of the country the 

King named Pennsylvania. The King insisted, over William’s 

protests, that it be named “Pensilvania” or “Penn’s Woods” to 

show honor to young Williams father. 

 

As a token of allegiance to the King, two beaver skins were to 

be paid annually. Also one-fifth of any gold or silver found in 

the province was to be given to the king. 
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THE PENN CHARTER 

 

King Charles permitted William Penn to go to America to try a 

“Holy Experiment” where the people participated in making 

their own laws and nominating their own leaders. That test 

started in the 1681s. After nearly 100 years of implementing 

and testing these ideals and concepts of government, in 1776, 

our forefathers used them as the basis for the writing of a 

“Declaration of Independence” and later the United States 

Constitution and it’s bylaws. William Penn’s personal values 

still govern America. 

 

That is how Pennsylvania became known as the “Keystone 

State. 

 

William Penn proved “one man can make a difference.” 
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About the CD-Rom Disk 

And 

MASTER TASK LIST 
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1. To obtain the software to open the file on the CD, go to 

http://www.familysearch.org and download the FREE 

application Personal Ancestor Files. You cannot open the file on 

the CD with Family Treemaker. Once you have downloaded 

PAF you can save the file as a GEDCOM file and then open it 

with Family Treemaker. 

 

2. Certainly the information on the CD may not always be 

accurate or complete. In some cases it may even provide wrong 

information. If you find an inaccuracy, omission, or wrong 

information, please propose a correction. Submit it to: 

 

 http://www.jimjackcampbell.com 

 

3. If you wish to be notified when an updated CD is released, 

contact the website. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

4. Once you have downloaded Personal Ancestral File software, 

you may make any additions, deletions, corrections, or other 

changes to the file on the CD in this book. 

 

5. You can print out a book of your own unique family history 

without having to print out the entire disk - which would 

require printing hundreds of pages. 

 

6. Buying the book saves you hours of inputting your family 

history information. It also saves many hours of research. 

 

7. You can make changes to the disk if you find new 

information. 
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MASTER TASK LIST 

 
 

1. Complete at least one page of biographical information 

on each person. 

 

2. Make the bridge to the old world enabling us to have 

contact with living relatives of our progenitors. 

 

3. Establish one primary place where information on the 

original settlers of Westmoreland County can be stored and 

maintained. 

 

4. Hold a reunion every 10 years in conjunction with the 

Ligonier Highland Games at Idelwild Park the first 

weekend after Labor Day. 

 

5. Form a committee to coordinate activities of those 

descendants who wish to participate in a coordinated effort 

to increase our knowledge of our ancestors. 

 

6. Raise money to support the Chestnut Ridge Historical 

Society at Stahlstown. 

 

7. Encourage people to add to this list. 
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NOTES and Archives 

 

 

 
 

     
 

Stahlstown is the location of the Chestnut Ridge Historical Society closest to Mansville 
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Westmoreland County,  1790 Census

Last Name First Name HOF&M16+ M-16 F,HOF +all

Armstrong Township - 0

Derry Township

Campbell Micham 1 1 3 

Rodger 1 3 3 

James 1 1 2 

William 3 1 

Donegal Total 142 

Donegal Township 191 183 352 

Campbell George 2 1 

James 3 4 2 

William 2 1 1 

Thomas 1 2 3 

William Sr 1 1 

Robert Sr 2 1 

Robert Jr 1 3 

Joseph 1 2 1 

James Finney 2 1 2 

Samuel (Ism?) 1 1 

Fairfield Township - 0

Franklin Twonship - 0

French Creek Twonship 0

Hempfield Township

Campbell Joseph 1 1 2 

Mount Pleasant Township

Campbell George 1 3 3 

North Huntington Township

Campbell Patrick 4 1 3 

Frances 1 3 

William 1 1 

Rostaver Township - 0

Salem Township  
 


